Zip4 Manual


Version 2.04e





Welcome to Zip4...





File descriptions are supported by many programs - such as Norton Desktop for Windows 3.0, 4DOS,  and NDOS. Zip4 will zip NDW’s FileAssist descriptions.





File descriptions make managing files much easier. In some ways, file descriptions are better than long file names - you don’t have to type a long file name, but the file description identifies the file better than a long file name.





PKZip is one of the most popular programs in the PC world. It compresses files to a fraction of their original size and is an excellent archiver as well. Unfortunately, PKZip is unaware of file descriptions. PKZip leaves file descriptions behind. Zip4 to the rescue! Zip4 puts file descriptions in the comment fields of zip files. UnZip4 describes unzipped files. Problem solved.





If you know how to use PKZip then you know how to use Zip4. Zip4 is a command line replacement for PKZip. No learning curve! Just type Zip4 instead of PKZip. Commands, syntax, switches, etc., are identical. Zip4 uses your registered copy of PKZip to compress and archive your files. Zip4 passes commands to PKZip to comment your files with the file descriptions found in the file DESCRIPT.ION located in the same directory as your files.





Once you have mastered standard Zip4 usage (which shouldn’t be difficult if you know how to use PKZip) you can move on to Zip4’s enhanced features. UnZip4 has an easy to use backup feature that protects unzipped files before they are overwritten—zipped to a directory that you specify. There’s a companion “difference” batch file to see what’s changed between the new file and the overwritten one. Likewise, Zip4 protects the files you overwrite in a zip file. These features lay dormant until enabled with environment variables. Once enabled, they can be overridden with a command line switch.





Also included with Zip4 are batch files, aliases, and Zip4Desc. 





Zip4Desc adds a “describe” batch file to a zip file. Just run the batch file to describe unzipped files. This is perfect for distributing zip files to computers that don’t have Zip4!





Zip4Cmnt.BAT is a zip file comment viewer/editor. It uses Edit.COM by default, but you can use your favorite editor instead.





Contents





Zip4.EXE	Zips files and descriptions


UnZip4.EXE	Unzips files and descriptions zipped by Zip4


Zip4Desc.EXE 	Add a “describe” batch file to a zip file


Zip4.DOC	This file in DOS format


Zip4.WRI	This file in Windows Write 3.1 format, print from Word Processor


Zip4r.BTM	Recursive zip + hid, sys, r/o


UnZip4d.BTM	Unzips files, subdirs + hid, sys, r/o


DifZip4.BTM	Shows differences between a file and its backup in %Zip4bak


Zip4.ALS	Aliases for managing your backup directory, %Zip4bak


CfgZip4A.BTM	Toggles NORMAL and ALTERNATE configurations using aliases


CfgZip4R.444	Toggles NORMAL and ALTERNATE configurations by renaming files


Zip4Cmnt.BAT	Edits comments in a zip file


Zip4.SHZ	How to configure SHEZ to run with Zip4


Descript.BTM	A batch file to describe these files





This program is free but copyrighted. All rights reserved. You may freely distribute these files for a reasonable distribution fee. No fee may be charged for the software. Please distribute all of the original, unmodified files in an archive created by Zip4, with Descript.BTM added to the archive by Zip4Desc.





Other programs mentioned in this file are not free. This program requires the use of some of those programs, and you are expected to pay for them.





The usual disclaimers apply. Use this program at your own risk. Neither I nor any other person who has contributed, or distributed these programs can be held liable for any damage whatsoever this program may cause.





“4DOS” is a registered trademark of JP Software, Inc.


“NDOS” is a registered trademark of Symantec Corporation


“Norton Desktop for Windows” is a registered trademark of Symantec Corporation


“PKZip” and “PKUnZip” are registered trademarks of PKWARE, Inc.


“WinZip” is a registered trademark of Nico Mak.


“4FILES” is Shareware by Larry T. Edwards, Copyright 1990-93





Manual





This manual will often refer to Zip4 and UnZip4 collectively as Zip4. If the context warrants they will be mentioned separately. The same is true for PKZip and PKUnZip. All references to 4DOS apply to NDOS as well.





This manual is included as a text file, Zip4.doc, and a Windows Write 3.1 document, Zip4.WRI. If you can possibly find a way, I suggest that you print Zip4.wri on a laser printer using a word processor that can import .WRI files. The font used is called Arial, a TrueType ™ font that is widely available. The manual was written with Word for Windows 6.0. If possible, use Word for Windows to print the manual.





Installation - Quick Start





Install these files in a directory in your path. Use PKUnZip 2.04g to unzip the files. If you are able to read this it is likely that version 2.04g has been used to unzip these files. Type DESCRIPT to automatically describe these files.





You must have PKZip in your path. Your command processor must be 4DOS to run the batch (.BTM) files. If you have 4DOS aliases for PKZip you should create similar ones for Zip4.





You are now ready to enjoy Zip4! Just type Zip4 instead of PKZip and UnZip4 instead of PKUnZip. All PK features are supported since Zip4 is simply a parser that uses PKZip as the compression/archive engine.





PKZip has a line lenght limit of 127 characters. When running under 4DOS, Zip4 extends that limit to 255 characters.








�
Zip4 File Names





The names of all files in this package include the characters “Zip4”. This should make it easier to use 4DOS commands like MOVE, COPY, etc. For example, 





move *Zip4*.* newdir





moves all files from this package to NEWDIR. Before updating to this version you should delete all files from previous versions of Zip4. Feel free to rename the files as you wish. However, if you rename Zip4 and/or Unzip4, the automatic backup feature will not work.








Zip4 Environment Variables





%Zip4bak tells UnZip4 where to back up files. %Zip4saf tells Zip4 where to back up files.





There is also an environment variable that enables debugging mode. If you have problems please contact me. I will tell you how to use it. 





Automatic File Backup





UnZip4 optionally protects files from accidental overwrites when you unzip. The files are saved in a zip file in the directory of your choice. Zip4 optionally protects the files you overwrite when you zip into an existing zip file. There’s a companion batch file, DifZip4, that displays differences between unzipped files and overwritten files. Over time, you will appreciate the safety and convenience of these features. Older versions of files you frequently zip and unzip will hang around for a while in a “trash” directory. The difference between a new and an old file can be easily seen with an included batch file, DifZip4.BTM. You don’t even have to know what zip file the backup is stored it! Since the files are encapsulated in zip files, you can have more than one file with the same name in the “trash” directory!





There is a group of aliases included for managing your “trash” directory. Periodically purge it using the “purge” alias. View it with the “seetrash” alias. Move a file to “trash” with “df”—delete file. Undelete files with the “und” alias. The aliases manage files in the “trash” directory—not files inside zip files. Only DifZip4 sees inside zip files.





In order to activate the backup features you must create one or two directories to store the backup zip files. By default, UnZip4 will use the directory “\Zip4bak” if it exists. Zip4 will use the directory “\Zip4saf” if it exists.  If you would rather use different directory names (and you should want to), you must set the environment variables Zip4bak and Zip4saf to the directory paths you desire.  For example,





set Zip4bak=c:\trash


or


set Zip4bak=\trash


or


set Zip4bak=trash





The Zip4saf environment variable can be set similarly. You will find it convenient to set both environment variables to the same directory. The primary reason for having two separate variables is to allow the user to enable UnZip4 backups independently of Zip4 backups.





If %Zip4bak specifies a drive and a directory path (for example, c:\trash) then backup zip files will go to that drive and path no matter what the destination drive and directory are. If it specifies an absolute directory path without a drive (for example, \trash) then backup zip files will go to that directory on the destination drive.  If it specifies a relative directory path (for example, trash) then backup zip files will go to that subdirectory path off the destination directory. The destination directory is normally the current directory where you entered the UnZip4 command. You can specify a different destination directory by adding its name last on the command line. Overwritten files will be zipped in the %Zip4bak directory in a zip file using the same name as the zip file being unzipped. The backup zip file will have a “.zip” extension. PKZip’s “Super fast” method is used to compress backup files.





The same is true for Zip4saf except that the “destination” directory is the directory in which you issue the Zip4 command—even if the zip file is in another directory. The backup zip file will have a “.saf” extension (pronounced “safe”). This is so that you can set Zip4bak and Zip4saf to the same directory.





UnZip4’s backup feature creates two additional files in the %Zip4bak directory.  They use the same name as the zip file except that the extension is “.UZ4” and “.OVW”. The .UZ4 file is a list of all of the files that were unzipped.  The .OVW file is a list of all files that were overwritten. Often, these files will be the same. You can simply check these files to see which files were unzipped and overwritten. Or, you can use them as listfiles in 4DOS batch file programs (hint, hint). 





The batch file, DifZip4.BTM, is included. This program finds the differences between the file in the current directory and one with the same name in a zip file in the %Zip4bak directory. It searches all of the zip files in the “trash” directory for the file so you don’t have to know its name. This program is very useful if you work on the same file on more than one machine. DifZip4 uses FC.EXE to compare files, which is distributed with DOS 5 and perhaps other versions.  FC can compare either text or binary files. You have to supply a command line switch or modify DifZip4 to compare binary files.  It should be easy for someone experienced in batch file programming to substitute their own favorite file compare program in place of FC.





The alias file, Zip4.ALS is included. You can load these aliases with the command “alias /r zip4.als”. If you already have a file from which you load your aliases, append Zip4.ALS to that file. 





Zip4 Switches and Passwords





The following switches control Zip4 related options. All Zip4 switches must be preceeded by “-s-” to distinguish them from PKZip switches. Zip4 switches may be concatenated in any order.





“b”	Override automatic backup if the backup option is enabled.


“c”	Comment/extract comments to/from a zip file with the file Descript.$z4.


“m”	For Zip4Desc - Creates Descript.BTM in the current directory, not in the zip file. 


“n”	Do everything except zip or unzip files. Use to test your command.


“q”	Don’t display any output.


“r”	Refresh files in an existing zip file regardless of date.





You specify passwords to PKZip using the switch, “-s”. The “s” refers to “scramble”—which is what PKZip does to the files with the password. You specify switches to Zip4 using “-s-”. The characters following “-s-” are interpreted as Zip4 switches, not a password. This is Zip4’s way of sneaking in switches without violating PKZip’s syntax or colliding with its switches.





There are two ways to enter a password—on the command line or in masked character echo mode. It is more secure to type in a password with masked character echo. Nobody can see the characters on the screen. Zip4 will ask for a password if “-s” appears on the command line by itself. No matter what you enter, it will be considered a password. You cannot use Zip4 switches in response to a “Password?” query. Zip4 will also accept the characters following “-s” on the command line as the password, for example, “-spassword”. Zip4 reserves passwords that start with “-”. If you really need to, you can still use passwords that start with “-”, but not on the command line. If you did, it would look just like a Zip4 switch! Note that you may place passwords on the command line in conjunction with Zip4 switches.





You should exercise care when using a Zip4 switch. A typo could be interpreted as a password! This would be very unfortunate if you moved your files into the zip file with the “-m” switch and unwittingly password protected them! For this reason, Zip4 will question suspicious passwords entered on the command line. Passwords shorter than 4 characters or beginning with “-“ are considered suspect and will be questioned. Remember, the shorter the password, the easier it is to break. So you should avoid short passwords—it defeats the purpose!





Those familiar with UNIX will appreciate the potential damage a typo can cause. For example, a UNIX user wants to delete the *.tmp files. He accidentally puts a space after the “*”. It goes something like this:





rm * .tmp


file not found “.tmp”





The user has wiped out his directory!





A typo could do almost as much damage with 4DOS commands. And I have! <grin> 





File Backup Override Switch “b”





A previous section in this manual describes how to enable backup file protection through environment variables and directory creation. There may be some situations where you do not want to make a backup, even though it is enabled. Backups can be easily overridden on the command line like this: “-s-b” (without quotations).





An alternative method for disabling backups might be to temporarily unset Zip4bak and/or Zip4saf. This would be appropriate in a batch file that precedes the unset statement with a SETLOCAL.


�
Usage





Zip4 zipfile [PKZip text]





“PKZip text” is passed unchanged to PKZip for interpretation. Please refer to the PKZip manual or PKZip on-line help. To get PKZip on-line help simply type PKZip or Zip4. You may include any options that PKZip supports. You may specify files to include or exclude as PKZip allows. Zip4 expects to find file descriptions in the same directory as the files. Zip4 always excludes DESCRIPT.ION from ZIPFILE.








UnZip4 zipfile [PKUnZip text]





“PKUnZip text” is passed unchanged to PKUnZip for interpretation. To get PKUnZip help simply type PKUnZip or UnZip4. You may include any options that PKUnZip supports. You may specify files to include or exclude as PKUnZip allows. Note: UnZip4 always excludes Descript.BTM.








Zip4Cmnt zipfile [files]





This program views or edits descriptions in a zip file. The descriptions will be placed into a temporary file, Descript.$Z4. Edit.COM will be used to view that file. If you change the file and and save it, Zip4Cmnt will change the comments in ZIPFILE. Note: if you want to use your favorite editor instead of Edit.COM, simply edit the Zip4Cmnt.BAT. Find the line “edit descript.$z4”. Change “edit” to the editor you desire.








Zip4Desc zipfile [-s-m]





The file, Descript.BTM, is added to an existing ZIPFILE. Comments in the zip file are used to create a “describe” batch file. Thus, only zip files with comments should be used. Zip files created by Zip4 and 4FILES are suitable. Descript.BTM contains DESCRIBE statements for all files in the archive. It is useful for distributing zip files to 4DOS users that don’t yet have Zip4. Descript.BTM cannot be unzipped by UnZip4. You must use PKUnZip to extract it.





The switch “-s-m” tells Zip4Desc to create Descript.BTM in the current directory, but not to move it into ZIPFILE.








DifZip4 filename [zipfile[.ext] [fcarg1 fcarg2 ...]]





This command shows differences between the file FILENAME in the current directory and FILENAME in zip file %Zip4bak\ZIPFILE. The second argument, ZIPFILE, is optional. If the second argument is specified, its extension is optional. The extension defaults to “.zip”. If the second argument is not present DifZip4 will search all zip files in %Zip4bak until it finds FILENAME. You can also use wildcards for ZIPFILE, for example, “*.saf”, or “backup?”. The remaining arguments, FCARGs, are passed to FC.EXE. See “Automatic File Backup.”


�
Examples








These examples show some typical uses of Zip4 and UnZip4. Some examples could be used with PKZip and PKUnZip as well. When you use Zip4 and UnZip4 your 4DOS descriptions are included automatically.





Zip4 zipfile





This command zips up all of the files in the current directory into ZIPFILE. If ZIPFILE already exists files will be overwritten. If the directory %Zip4saf exists, Zip4’s automatic backup feature will be activated. The files will be zipped into %Zip4saf\ZIPFILE.SAF before they are overwritten in ZIPFILE.





UnZip4 zipfile





This command unzips all of the files in ZIPFILE to the current directory. It ignores paths stored in ZIPFILE, if any. 





UnZip4 zipfile d:dest\direct





This command unzips all of the files in ZIPFILE to d:\dest\direct—not to the current directory.





UnZip4 zipfile -f





Only files from ZIPFILE that are newer than those in the current directory will be unzipped. The files in the current directory will be overwritten.  If the directory %Zip4bak exists, UnZip4’s automatic backup feature will be activated. The files will be zipped into %Zip4bak\ZIPFILE.ZIP before they are overwritten if \Zip4bak or %Zip4bak directories exist. The file, %Zip4bak\ZIPFILE.UZ4 will contain a list of the files unzipped. The file, %Zip4bak\ZIPFILE.OVW will contain a list of files overwritten.


If “-n” is used instead of “-f”, newer files and files that exist in ZIPFILE but not in the current directory will be unzipped. Obviously, only files that exist in the current directory can be backed up. 





UnZip4 zipfile d:\dest\direct -f





This is the same as the previous example, except that the destination directory is D:\DEST\DIRECT rather than the current directory.





Zip4 zipfile -rP -ex -Jhsr -whs





This command zips up all of the files including hidden, system, and read only files in the current directory and subdirectories into ZIPFILE. File attributes are stored in ZIPFILE. Maximum compression is used. This command is useful for copying directories and subdirectories to floppies.





Zip4r zipfile





Zip4r is a batch file that calls Zip4 with the switches from the previous example. It is included for your convenience. Here’s what it looks like:


Zip4 %& -rP -ex -Jhsr -whs


UnZip4 -d -Jhsr zipfile





This command unzips all of the files and directories from ZIPFILE. If the directories don’t exist they are created. Unzipped file attributes are preserved. 





UnZip4d zipfile





UnZip4d is a batch file that calls UnZip4 with the switches from the previous example. It is included for your convenience. Basically, it unzips what was zipped by ZiP4r. That is, it unzips files exactly as they were zipped. Here’s what it looks like:





UnZip4 %& -d -Jhsr





You might want to set the 4DOS’s executable extension for .ZIP files to UnZip4d. Then all you have to do to unzip a file is type its name with or without the .ZIP extension, switches, include or exclude files.  Put this in your AUTOEXEC.BAT:





set .zip=UnZip4d


�
Temporary Files





Zip4 uses temporary files. These files are given unique names so that multi-tasking in 4DOS shells under Windows is not a problem. However, you should be careful not to start two or more Zip4 processes in the same directory at the same time. Doing so could cause loss of descriptions. Or, Zip4 may hang up waiting for a Ctrl-C or a Ctrl-Break to be typed.





The temporary files usually have an extension of “.AAA”, “.AAB”, etc. In addition, a temporary configuration file may be created, “PKZIP.CFG”. Finally, temporary description files, called Descript.$z4, are created when you zip or unzip from spanned disks. If Zip4 fails to complete normally temporary may not be deleted. You will have to do so manually.





In addition, if you use PKZip’s configuration program, PKCFG.EXE, it will create a configuration file called PKZIP.CFG. If you use Zip4 in the directory where it lives, it will be temporarily renamed {PKZIP.CFG}.





Configuring Zip4 for WinZip





Note: To run Zip4 with SHEZ, see the attached file Zip4.SHZ.





WinZip is a popular Windows program for PKZip files, as well as other compression/archive file formats. PKZip is a DOS program. Windows programs must call DOS programs by starting a secondary command processor. In our case this will be 4DOS. We need to configure WinZip to call Zip4 instead of PKZip. WinZip runs the program listed in the WinZip menu “Options” dialog box “WinZip Program Locations”. The program locations we are interested in are “PKZip” and “PKUnZip”. Unfortunately, we cannot simply change these to “Zip4” and “UnZip4”. WinZip must have PKZip or PKUnZip as a filename. The extension, however, doesn’t have to be EXE. We could, for example, put PKZip.BTM in the “PKZip” entry field. And, since WinZip will use 4DOS to start PKZip, we can alias whatever we decide to put in the fields to Zip4.





So we have two choices. Put batch file names in the PKZip program locations. Here’re sample batch files for PKZip.BTM and PKUnZip.BTM:





PKZip.BTM ==> call Zip4r %&


PKUnZip.BTM ==> call UnZip4d %&





Or we can put PKZip.EXE in the program locations and alias PKZip.EXE and PKUnZip.EXE:





alias PKZip.exe=Zip4r.btm


alias PKUnZip.exe=UnZip4d.btm





Note that I have used the batch files ZiP4r and UnZip4d to allow subdirectories and hidden, system, and read-only files (see the examples). This is only a suggestion. You can tailor these for your purpose.


One final step is required to complete the WinZip configuration. You must configure WinZip to NOT use internal unzipping. In WinZip, choose “Options|Configure”. In the dialog box, make sure that “Use Internal Zipping When Possible” is not X’ed.





Note that 4START.BTM, if it exists, will execute each time WinZip runs a zip or an unzip. That is because it starts another copy of 4DOS. See your 4DOS documentation.





Alternate Configurations





After installation, Zip4 is in the “NORMAL” configuration. With 4DOS, you can create aliases so that commands referencing PKZip will run Zip4 instead. We’ll call that the “ALIASED” configuration. CfgZip4A.BTM, included in this package, will toggle these aliases on or off. Run CfgZip4A to switch between the NORMAL and ALIASED configurations. This is a simple file that you may want to personalize.





There are some programs that call PKZip, for example, Zip4! In this case, aliases do not work. Some of these programs allow you to specify the file name you use to run PKZip. If so, select Zip4. Otherwise, there may be no other solution than to rename PKZip to another name, such as PKZip4, and copy Zip4 to PKZip. The file, CfgZip4R.444, a 4DOS batch file, does just that. It is included here with the extension “.444”.  If you want to use it you will have to rename it using the appropriate executable extension for this type of file. This is sort of a computer literacy test. If you don’t know how to do it then you shouldn’t be using CfgZip4R! We will call this the “RENAMED” configuration. In the RENAMED configuration files are renamed as follows:





PKZip.EXE ==> PKZip4.EXE


PKUnZip.EXE ==> PKUnZip4.EXE





Files are copied as follows:





Zip4.EXE ==> PKZip.EXE


UnZip4.EXE ==> PKUnZip.EXE





In the RENAMED configuration, typing PKZip is equivalent to typing Zip4. Either name may be used. If you want to run PKZip then you must type PKZip4.





You should make sure that PKZip appears in your path only once. To be safe, you should backup PKZip and PKUnZip before using CfgZip4R for the first time.





Caveats





Descriptions have no date or time. If you update the description of a file, the date of the file will not change. For example, let’s suppose you have a file in the current directory and a copy of it in another directory. Both files are exactly the same, including their descriptions. Now let’s suppose you change the description of the file in the current directory, and use the 4DOS copy command with the “/u” switch to copy it to the other directory. Since the file isn’t newer than the one in the other directory it will not be copied. The two files will have different descriptions!





Like 4DOS, PKZip has the ability to select files to replace in an EXISTING zip file based on date and time. Be careful when you zip with update, “-u”, or freshen, “-f” switches. Likewise, you should be careful when unzipping with newer, “-n”, or freshen, “-f” switches. Descriptions go into the file only if the FILE is newer than the one in the zip file when you use these flags. Zip4 has no way to tell if the file’s description is newer than the one in the zip file. You may want to write an alias or batch file to change a file’s date whenever it is DESCRIBEd. I use an alias that I call COM (comment) which requires a popular program called TOUCH. It goes like this:





alias `com=*describe %&^touch %&`





On the other hand, there is no problem when the “-u”, “-n”,  or “-f” flags are not used.





DESCRIPT.ION Vs Zip File Comments





Q. Why does Zip4 put descriptions in zip file comments rather than simply include the hidden file DESCRIPT.ION?





A. If the target directory has a different set of files than the source directory, or different descriptions, the integrity of the descriptions cannot be maintained. If you zip some, but not all files from a directory, the descriptions for all files will be included in DESCRIPT.ION.  This DESCRIPT.ION file will overwrite the one in the target directory when you unzip. You might not want to do that.





Similarly, when you unzip some, but not all files from the zip file you might not unzip DESCRIPT.ION. The descriptions for the files you just unzipped would be lost.





DESCRIPT.ION Hidden Attribute





UnZip4 will create a hidden DESCRIPT.ION file if it does not already exist in the destination directory. If it already exists, its visible/hidden attribute will be honored. That is, if it’s visible it will remain visible. If hidden it will remain hidden.





Trouble Shooting





You shouldn’t have any problems, but if you do the best I can do is tell you what you should see when using Zip4.





Zip4 and UnZip4 tell you how many files were zipped or unzipped, and how many were commented or described, when they complete. In addition, UnZip4 will tell you how many files will be unzipped if you unzip with a “-f” or “-n” flag.








UnZip4 will say “Describing files:” even if there are no comments in the zip file. When files with non-blank descriptions are unzipped UnZip4 will print a “.” for each one. You will see a line like this:





Describing files:........................





If you unzip files and you don’t get the proper descriptions you can view the comments in the zip file directly like this:





PKZip zipfile -vbc





If all comments are blank then the problem lies with Zip4, not UnZip4. Please note that PKZip has a small bug. Contrary to the PKZip manual, it does not allow you to override settings made in the PKZip.CFG file from the command line.  It’s best to not use the view settings in PKZip.CFG for that reason.





When Zip4 prints “Writing descriptions:”, it prints a “.” for each file it encounters whether it has a blank description or not.





Questions?





Send your questions to the CompuServe cMail if possible. My address is listed in the Zip4 banner. I will try to visit the JP Software forum on CompuServe on a regular basis as well. You can also reach me on the Internet.





You are encouraged to comment, suggest, compliment, or what have you <grin>. I’d like to know how you like Zip4. So please drop me a little note if you can find the time.


�
History





Zip4 2.04e 6-17-94





Disk spanning now supported.





New switches - “c” and “r”.





Files zipped into Zipfile.SAF (%ZIP4SAF is set) are listed in %Zip4saf\Zipfile.SA.





Entering Zip4 without any parameters (or syntax error) displays PKZip help followed by Zip4 help.





Thanks to Robert Ethel and Bill Budney for their help in testing this version.








Zip4 2.04d 1-22-94





New switch “m” for Zip4Desc means don’t move Descript.BTM into zip file.





Manual is now in Windows Write format. Used to be Rich Text Format.





Unzipping a zip file in the “trash” directory from another directory was protecting the file to be unzipped, thus overwriting the in the zip file before it could be unzipped. Backup protection is now automatically turned off in this situation.








Zip4 2.04c 1-3-94





New feature—automatic backup of files overwritten by Zip4.





New feature—command line switch to override automatic backups.





Aliases for managing “trash”.





Statistics: number of files zipped, unzipped, described and commented.





Fixed destination directory bug. No longer need trailing backslash.





Unzipping a file in the “trash” directory that exists in the “trash” directory was first protecting that file by backing it up in the zip file before it could be unzipped. Backup protection is now turned off in this case.








Zip4 2.04b 11-27-93





Maintenance release.








Zip4 2.04a 11-14-93





New feature—automatic backup of files overwritten by UnZip4.





Fixed bug with PKZip.CFG files. Actually, it was a PKZip bug that causes UnZip4 to not recognize comments in the zip file.





Modified search algorithm. It bogged down when the number of files in the zip file was very large (> 500). Was an UnZip4 problem.





Program output can be redirected or piped.





Runs on 286 machines.





Numerous other tiny bugs fixed.








Zip4 2.03 10-3-93





The first compiled “C” language version. 4DOS batch language is a great prototype tool. But Zip4 needs more speed.





Syntax, switches, etc. are exactly the same as PKZip.





Fixed problem with insufficient memory in very large zips, for example, hard disk backups. Blank comments in the zip file clear descriptions of unzipped files. 





Descript.BTM is no longer added to the zip file automatically. A new program, Zip4Desc does that to an existing zip file.








Zip4 Beta 2 9-12-93





Second beta version.





Syntax restrictions relaxed. Syntax is identical to PKZip 2.04g (except for PKUnZip -e[...]). 





Descriptions placed in PKZip comment field to avoid problems with description integrity.








Zip4 Beta 1 9-2-93


First beta version.


Thank you beta testers. Especially Scott Abbott, Jim Morris, and Rick Patten.











Enjoy!


 


Mick Ghazey 


CompuServe: 70550,1762


Internet: ghazey@gvg49.gvg.tek.com
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